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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 March 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 5J) is/are pending in the application. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the Application filed on 25 September 2006 in which claims 
5-9 are pending, and claims 1-4 were cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2 ) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published nndci' Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Hnglish language. 

Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Park (U.S. Patent 
No. 2005/0079898). 

Regarding claim 5, Park teaches a portable telephone (fig. 1) in which two bodies (100, 
200) thereof are placed in superposed relation, and one body slides relative to the other body to 
change how far they superpose, thus expanding and contracting the overall length of the 
telephone in the sliding direction; and a rotation prevention mechanism (300, 400) configured to 
prevent the first and second bodies from rotating with respect to each other , wherein one body 
can pull out relative to the other body with an area left where a part of one body is superposed on 
the other body in the extended state (fig. 3b), wherein the rotation preventing mechanism is 
provided within the superposed area in the extended state as claimed. 



Regarding claim 6, Park teaches an apparatus (fig. 1) in which a first body and a second 
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body (100, 200) are slidably superposed opposed to each other, the apparatus including a closed 
state in which opposite faces totally superpose each other and an opened state in which the 
opposite faces partially superpose each other, wherein a first slot (140) is formed in the first body 
and a first slide piece (440) is provided on the second body which is slidably engaged in the first 
slide slot, and a second slot (240) is formed on the second body and a second slide piece (320, 
322) is provided on the first body which is slidably engaged in the second slide slot within an 
area in which the first body and the second body are superposed in the opened state. 

Regarding claim 7, Park teaches the portable telephone according to claim 6, wherein an 
engaging pawl (442) provided in one of the two bodies is slidably engaged with the other body 
within the superposed area in the extended state, and a sliding piece (320, 440) provided in one 
of the two bodies is slidably engaged with the other body within the superposed area. 

Regarding claim 8, Park teaches the portable telephone according to claim 7, wherein an 
auxiliary concavity (200) is formed in a portion of one body having an operation plane exposed 
to outside the superposed area in the extended state, and an auxiliary convexity (100) engaging in 
the auxiliary concavity is formed in a portion of the other body to prevent the two bodies from 
relatively rotating with these auxiliary convexity and concavity engaged with each other. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Park. 

Regarding claim 9, Park does not teach specifics of the portable telephone according to 
claim 8, wherein a wiring member providing an electrical connection between the two bodies is 
received in the auxiliary concavity. However, the Examiner takes office notice that it is known 
to include a wiring member, i.e. printed circuit board, etc., in a portable telephone to provide an 
electrical connection, thus a complete circuit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a wiring member in the 
portable telephone of Park for the reason stated. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

With respect to the Applicant's argument that the Park reference (US Publication 
2005/0079898) filed 13 September 2004 does not constitute prior art over PCT/JP04/007870 
filed 31 May 2004, the Examiner disagrees. 

As per the rules regarding determining the effective filing date of an application under 35 
U.S.C 371 [MPEP 706.02(a), VI; MPEP 1893.03(b), B], an international application's filing 
date is not treated as a U.S. filing date for prior art purposes under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) if the 
international application is not filed on or after November 29, 2000, does not designate the U.S., 
or was not published in English under PCT Article 21(2). 
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In this instant application, the international application's filing date (PCT/JP04/007870 
filed 3 1 May 2004) is not treated as a U.S. filing date for prior art purposes under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) because the international application (IA) was not published in English (as shown by the 
front page of IA, item (25) filing language: Japanese) as required by the rules. 

Therefore, the rejection is being maintained. 

Applicant argued effective filing date as based on 371 status. Consulted OPLA -Ms. Terry Dey. 
Effective filing date of international application not granted since the whole application must be 
published in English language. The front of IA identifies the language of publication (item 25). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHYLESHA L. DABNEY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7494. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 8:30-4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P O Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223 13- 1450 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 273-8300, for formal communications intended for entry and for informal or draft communications, 
please label "Proposed" or "Draft" when submitting an informal amendment. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
January 6, 2008 
/Curtis Kuntz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
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Original claims 

5. A portable telephone in which two bodies thereof are placed in superposed relation, and one 
body slides relative to the other body to change how far they superpose, thus expanding and 
contracting the overall length of the telephone in the sliding direction, wherein one body can pull 
out relative to the other body with an area left where a part of one body is superposed on the 
other body in the extended state, a rotation preventing mechanism for preventing the two bodies 
from relatively rotating being intensively provided within the superposed area in the extended 
state, and wherein assuming the three-dimensional orthogonal coordinate axe where the sliding 
direction is defined as Y axis, the superposing direction as Z axis, and the direction orthogonal to 
the Y axis within a plane parallel to the superposed plane as X axis, the rotation preventing 
means comprises an X-axis rotation preventing means for preventing rotation on its axis; a Y- 
axis rotation preventing means for preventing rotation on its Y axis; and a Z-axis rotation 
preventing means for preventing rotation on its Z axis, each having an arrangement in which a 
concavity formed on one body and a convexity formed on the other body engage with each other. 

6. An apparatus in which a first body and a second body are slidably superposed opposed to each 
other, the apparatus including a closed state in which opposite faces totally superpose each other 
and an opened state in which the opposite faces partially superpose each other, wherein a first 
slot is formed in the first body and a first slide piece is provided on the second body which is 
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slidably engaged in the first slide slot, and a second slot is formed on the second body and a 
second slide piece is provided on the first body which is slidably engaged in the second slide slot 
within an area in which the first body and the second body are superposed in the opened state. 

7. The portable telephone according to claim 6, wherein an engaging pawl provided in one of the 
two bodies is slidably engaged with the other body within the superposed area in the extended 
state, and a sliding piece provided in one of the two bodies is slidably engaged with the other 
body within the superposed area. 

8. The portable telephone according to claim 7, wherein an auxiliary concavity is formed in a 
portion of one body having an operation plane exposed to outside the superposed area in the 
extended state, and an auxiliary convexity engaging in the auxiliary concavity is formed in a 
portion of the other body to prevent the two bodies from relatively rotating with these auxiliary 
convexity and concavity engaged with each other. 

9. The portable telephone according to claim 8, wherein a wiring member providing an electrical 
connection between the two bodies is received in the auxiliary concavity. 



